Date
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

The Honorable Members of the California State Legislature

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Budget Proposal 2008-09 Fiscal Year

Dear Legislator:

 (Personalize the letter with a short introductory statement about who you are and your reason for writing this letter. For instance:  

· I am writing to you as a concerned citizen, a small business owner and leader of the Orange Chamber of Commerce to express my concern about the Governor’s budget proposal and its impact on the community colleges in my community. 
· I am the executive director of ____________, a community-based organization located in __________.  I am writing to express my concern about the Governor’s budget proposal and its impact on the local community colleges in my community.

· I am writing to you as an alumnus/alumna of _____________ and as a local resident concerned about the state’s fiscal crisis and its impact on the community colleges in my community.  

I am dismayed to learn that the Governor’s 2008-09 budget proposal will have an adverse impact on the students attending Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College in the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD).  Last year, 72,356 students attended the two main campuses.  Another 31,522 students attended education centers throughout central Orange County to improve their English skills, advance in adult basic skills and acquire computer skills for career promotion.  The college district is already one of the fastest growing in the region.  Waiting lists are common in fire technology, nursing and other career training programs.

With the enrollment caps announced by the California State University and University of California systems, the growing unemployment rate in Orange County, and the negative impact that the subprime mortgage industry fallout has had on countless related local industries and businesses, many adults in the region will look to our local community colleges for training and retraining.  The proposed budget cuts for our  local colleges, which are estimated to be at least $7 million in fiscal year 2008-09, will inhibit the college district’s ability to add needed class sections to accommodate industry and community needs.

The Governor has touted this year as “The Year of Education.”  One way that the Governor and the Legislature can demonstrate this commitment to education is by exploring regulatory relief for community colleges in the wake of the anticipated deep budget cuts.  
Community college training and educational programs are vital to the economic recovery of Orange County and our state.  With your help, Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College will continue to provide essential workforce training and coursework to ensure our local citizenry remains the best trained and best educated in the state.   

Thank you for your support of community colleges.
Sincerely,

(sign)

Print name

Title
(You may add personal contact information if you wish)
