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Orange Education Center Receives Two American Institute of Architects Awards
October 4—Santiago Canyon College’s Orange Education Center has received two awards from the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Orange County and Pasadena/Foothill Chapters.  An Award of Merit was received in September (from AIA Orange County) and an Award of Honor from AIA’s Pasadena/Foothill Chapter will be given on Saturday, October 8.  Both awards are for the design by gkkworks Architects of Newport Beach in the category of Tenant and Renovation Projects for education. 
Gkkworks Architects undertook the challenging fast-track project of transforming a 92,500 square foot former microchip manufacturing plant (located at 1465 N. Batavia in Orange) into a modern learning facility within just nine months in 2004.  Opened to the public in January 2005, the building houses Santiago Canyon College’s Continuing Education division, which provides free educational classes to over 10,000 students annually.  
The $17 million, state-of-the-art facility contains 21 classrooms, two computer labs, an instructional learning center, three large meeting rooms and a bookstore.  The child development center, which is open to the public, includes preschool classrooms, a kitchen and a 6,000 square foot playground.  

 “Gkkworks designed one of the most beautiful educational facilities I’ve ever seen,” said Santiago Canyon College President Juan Vázquez.  “The Orange Education Center opened during one of the rainiest seasons in California history, yet enrollments increased significantly over the prior term. Students are absolutely thrilled with their exquisite new school as it better serves the continuing education needs of our community.”
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Funding for the purchase and renovation of the Orange Education Center was provided by Measure E, the general obligation bond approved by voters within Rancho Santiago Community College District in November 2002.  

For information about the Orange Education Center and the free classes offered there (including adult basic education, citizenship, English as a second language, business and computer skills, high school completion and more), please visit the web site at www.sccollege.edu/continuing education or call (714) 628-5900. 

Santiago Canyon College is a public community college of Rancho Santiago Community College District, serving the residents of Anaheim Hills, Irvine, Orange, Tustin and Villa Park.  The college provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry. 
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